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Flower Garden Banks NMS Expansion – Proposed Rule 

• Portions of 14 additional reefs and banks 
• 104 square mile increase for a total of 160 square miles 
• Apply existing regulations within the new areas 

• Solicit public comment through July 3, 2020 
• 3 virtual public meetings 

• June 8, 2020 - 1:00 – 3:00 pm CDT 
• June 8, 2020 - 6:00 – 8:00 pm CDT 
• June 11, 2020 - 6:00 – 8:00 pm CDT 

• Specific input requested on 3 areas 
• Boundary configurations 
• Pelagic longline gear exemption 
• Spearfishing gear exemption 



  
  
  

  

   

     

  

  

  

 

 

 

Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary 
Revised Management Plan 

• Process began in 2007 

• Draft released October 2010 

• Final Plan released April 27, 2012 

• Regulations effective May 29, 2012 

• Sanctuary Expansion 

• Education and Outreach 

• Research and Monitoring 

• Resource Protection 

• Visitor Use 

• Operations and Administration 



  
 

 

    
  

    
    

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 

SANCTUARY EXPANSION 

DATE OF RELEASE: 
June 10, 2016 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
June 10 – August 19, 2016 



 

 
 

     

    
       

    
    

  
     

ALTERNATIVE 3 

2015 Staff Recommendation 
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
• 15 additional banks in 8 additional 

polygons 
• Including current sanctuary locations, a 

total of 18 banks, in 11 polygons (3 multi-
bank complexes). 

Current sanctuary area: 56.21 sq. miles 
Net Increase Over Current Sanctuary: 

326.98 sq. miles 
Alternative 3 Area: 383.19 sq. miles 
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ALTERNATIVE 5 
• High Value Habitats and Cultural Resources 
• 54 additional banks, 9 historic shipwrecks, and the DWH site, in 42 additional polygons 

compared to the current sanctuary, for a total of 57 banks, 9 historic shipwrecks, and the 
DWH site, in 45 polygons (10 multi bank, bank/wreck, or multi wreck complexes) 

Current sanctuary area: 56.21 sq. miles 
Net Increase Over Current Sanctuary: 

878.97 sq. miles 
Alternative 5 Area: 935.18 sq. miles 



   Boundary Expansion Working Group – May 2018 



 

 

2016 DEIS: 383 mi2 

2020 NPR: 160 mi2 



http://flowergarden.noaa.gov 


