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Roll Call

1. Dominique Richard (Chair), CAL Marin Primary
2. Abby Mohan (Vice Chair), Recreational Activities Primary
3. Barbara Emley (Secretary), Commercial Fishing Primary
4. Sarah Bates, Commercial Fishing Alternate
5. Joe Fitting, CAL SF/SM Primary
6. Kris Lannin Liang, CAL SF/SM Alternate
7. George Clyde, CAL Marin Alternate
8. Cea Higgins, CAL Sonoma/Mendo Primary
9. Nancy Trissel, CAL Sonoma/Mendo Alternate
10. Richard Charter, Conservation Primary
11. Bruce Bowser, Conservation Primary
12. Francesca Koe, Conservation Alternate 
13. Kathi George, Conservation Alternate
14. Elizabeth Babcock, Education Primary
15. Bibit Traut, Education Alternate
16. John Berge, Maritime Activities Primary 
17. Julian Rose, Maritime Activities Alternate
18. Joshua Russo, Recreational Activities Alternate
19. John Largier, Research Primary 
20. Jaime Jahncke, Research Alternate
21. Ezra Bergson-Michelson, Youth Primary
22. Owen Youngquist, Youth Alternate

Government Members
23.  Mark Gold, CA Natural Resources Primary
24.  Michael Esgro, CA Natural Res. Alternate
25.  Cicely Muldoon, NPS Primary 
26.  Ben Becker, NPS Alternate
27.  LCDR Lee Crusius, USCG Primary
28.  LT Jacob Joseph, USCG Alternate
29.  Chris Barr, USFWS Primary
30.  Gerry McChesney, USFWS Alternate

31.  Paul Michel, MBNMS Primary
32.  Dawn Hayes, MBNMS Alternate
33.  Dan Howard, CBNMS Primary
34.  Michael Carver, CBNMS Alternate
35.  Chris Mobley, CINMS Primary
36.  Michael Murray, CINMS Alternate
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Roll Call & Review Agenda: 9-9:15am

Having trouble accessing the webinar? Text 415-730-4789 



SAC Business

Swear in New Members
• Kathi George, Conservation Alternate
• Ezra Bergson-Michelson, Youth Primary
• Owen Youngquist, Youth Alternate

Sanctuary Advisory Council Oath
I, [NAME], as a duly appointed member of the Greater Farallones National Marine
Sanctuary Advisory Council, established under the National Marine Sanctuaries Act, 
hereby promise to assist in achieving the sanctuary program mission to conserve, protect 
and enhance the biodiversity, ecological integrity and cultural legacy of this special 
underwater place.

I recognize my responsibility to serve as a knowledgeable trustee of the sanctuary’s 
resources and will always be protective of the public interest in those resources. I commit 
myself to uphold the provisions and standards set forth in the council charter, and I shall 
conduct myself accordingly.
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SAC Business

Approve February meeting highlights (Action Item)
• Any edits? Please indicate in the Chat Box
• Virtual vote by roll call 
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GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown

Enforcement Cases Updates
1.  Bonanza Plane Crash in HMB

Date of Incident: 8/21/2019
Status as of April 2020: NOAA Office of Law 
Enforcement (OLE) case under investigation

2.  F/V Marian in Tomales Bay
Date of Incident: Ongoing since 5/16/19
Status as of April 2020: OLE case under investigation

3.  SUV Crash into Whale Cove (HMB)
Date of incident: 12/30/19
Status as of April 2020: Case closed

4.  F/V Mandy Jane
Date of Incident: 12/18/19
Status as of April 2020: OLE case under investigation
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GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown

Enforcement Case Updates, cont’d
5. F/V Miss Haley

Date of Incident: 11/13/2020
Status as of April 2020: OLE case under investigation

6. F/V Blind Faith
Date of Incident: 5/10/2020
Status as of April 2020: OLE case under investigation

7. Wetland Vandalized
Date of Incident: 5/13/2020
Status as of May 19, 2020: Referring case to OLE

8. S/V Freedom
Date of Incident: 5/19/2020
Status as of May 19, 2020: Referring case to OLE
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GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown

Permit Type Organization Project Effect. Date

Research Bodega Marine 
Laboratory

Larval fish foraging in a mosaic of nearshore productivity 
hotspots and consequences for survival (offshore, 
Sonoma Co.)

Apr 2020 –
Sep 2020

Education Surfrider Foundation, 
Sonoma Coast Chapter 

Temporary Course Marker Buoys at One-Day Paddle 
Race and Education Event (Doran Beach, Sonoma Co.)

Oct 3-4, 
2020

Letter of 
Authorization 
(LOA) under 
Super's Permit

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service and U.S. Coast 
Guard

Southeast Farallon Island Mooring Installations; East 
Landing and Fisherman’s Bay (North Landing)

Feb 2020 –
Dec 2020

Under Review

TBD Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography

Coastal Data Information Program - Sonoma Buoy 
(offshore of Jenner, Sonoma Co.)

TBD

TBD Moss Landing Marine 
Labs

EPA National Coastal Condition Assessment (NCCA) –
2020 (In Tomales Bay, Marin Co.)

TBD

Research Bodega Marine Lab Tomales Bay Water Quality Buoy (in Tomales Bay, near 
Chicken Ranch Beach, Marin Co.)

TBD

Research Bodega Marine Reserve Programmatic Research Permit for Bodega Marine 
Reserve (offshore, various locations along Sonoma Co.)

TBD
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GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown

MULTI- PERMITS ISSUED BY OTHER ONMS SITES FOR WORK WITHIN GFNMS MANAGEMENT 
AREA (all reviewed by GFNMS permit coordinator prior to issuance)

Research California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife

Aerial surveys for sea otters in Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary (Within NOAA Regulated Overflight 
Zones throughout MBNMS)

May 2020 -
Jul 2022

Research U.S. Geological Survey Assessing sediment dynamic changes from human 
activities & storm impacts to the shoreline/sea cliffs of 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

Jul 2020 –
Jul 2023

Education/ 
Special Use 
Permit 

Wild Space Productions Netflix series on National Parks (Within MBNMS, at 
various NOAA Regulated Overflight Zones)

Feb 2020 -
Feb 2021
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GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown
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COVID-19 Impacts: Operations

● All staff are teleworking until further notice.

● The facilities and Visitor Center are closed to 
the public.

● All site-based operations have been put on 
hold.



GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown
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COVID-19 Impacts: Ecosystem Protection

● Tomales Bay mooring surveys prior to the June 
inspections have been cancelled. 

● The Seabird Protection Network's major outreach 
events for both pilots and boaters have been cancelled. 
The team is pivoting to online events and 
presentations.

● The Kent Island volunteer invasive species removal 
program is on hold until at least September. The Green 
Crab removal program in Seadrift Lagoon is being 
modified to a 2-person operation and may be able to 
occur over the summer.



GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown
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● All Beach Watch surveys are cancelled. Waiting 
for approval for staff surveys. Beach Watch staff 
have increased virtual training and enrichment 
information.

● Working on COVID-19 alternative scenario 
planning, PPE procurement, and impact 
reports to HQ and funders.

● May ACCESS cruise is cancelled. Status of 
future cruises unknown.

COVID-19 Impacts: Conservation Science



GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown
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COVID-19 Impacts: Education
● All school and public in person programs 

have been cancelled.

● Due to program cancellations, about 30-40% 
of GFA education budget was impacted 
from loss of program fees. 

● School and public programs, plus volunteer 
and docent programs, have been moved to 
an online format.



GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown
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New Online Educational Programs
● Graduated 23 new sanctuary naturalist volunteers

● Hosting virtual Visitor Center field trips.

● Developing virtual family programs.



GFNMS Superintendent’s Report
Maria Brown
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• Chumash Heritage NMS nomination five-year review. 
Public comment period closes June 15.

• Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Flower Garden 
Banks expansion. Public comment period closes July 3. 

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries Highlights

• Capitol Hill Ocean Week 2020 virtual 
conference Tuesday, June 9 
(capitolhilloceanweek.org).



CBNMS Superintendent’s Report
Dan Howard
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CBNMS Resource Protection
Vessel Speed Reduction
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Dan Howard



CBNMS Resource Protection
CDF&W Trap/Gear Recovery Program
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CBNMS Education & Outreach
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CBNMS Conservation Science
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MBNMS Superintendent’s Report
Paul Michel
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MBNMS Superintendent’s Report
Paul Michel
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10-min BREAK
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Matt McIntosh, NOAA



PUBLIC COMMENT 10:30-10:45am

Please unmute yourself when called on to provide 
your verbal comment.

If you are having trouble unmuting, please let us 
know in the Chat Box or text 415-730-4789

We are also accepting written comments until 5pm 
today. Email your comment to 
alayne.chappell@noaa.gov
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Recreation & Tourism
Blue Economy
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Vision 
for Sustainable Recreation and Tourism

Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary 
is an international model protecting the health 
of the North-central California coast and ocean, 
and promotes sustainable sanctuary recreation.



Goals

1) People who participate in recreation and/or 
tourism within GFNMS are aware that they are in 
a sanctuary.

2) People who participate in recreation and/or 
tourism within GFNMS know the purpose of the 
Sanctuary is: To protect the wildlife and habitats 
of one of the most diverse and bountiful marine 
environments in the world.

3) People who participate in recreation and/or 
tourism within GFNMS ‘are made aware of &’ 
practice good stewardship during their activities.
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Biosphere Reserve 
Designation
Biosphere reserves are areas comprising terrestrial, marine, and coastal 
ecosystems are designated “learning places” for testing different sustainable 
approaches. Each reserve also aims to reconcile biodiversity conservation and 
the sustainable use of natural resources.
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Biosphere Reserve 
Sustainability Goals

Goal 11: Sustainable Cities:  Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and 
sustainable.

Goal 14: Sustainable Life Below the Water: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and 
marine resources for sustainable development.

Goal 15: Sustainable Life on Land: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

United Nation’s Brundtland Commission defined sustainability as “meeting the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
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Publications

Marin Sonoma Travel Tourism Guide
40,000 copies distributed x 2x/year

GFNMS Road Trip
On Line
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Year Round GIYS Series

Programs

Visitor Center is located in major tourist destination area
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Recreation & Tourism 
Stewardship Programs 

Fishing Line Recycling 
Receptacle

White Shark Dive Tours
Education Permit Program

Fly Seabird Safe
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Kayak Seabird Safe



Exhibits & Signs

38
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Your Turn – Ideas & Input

1) Airbnb Experiences
2) Kelp Restoration Recreation 

Stewardship Program
3) Blue Star Program for ‘On the Water’ 

Recreational Vendors with ONMS 
4) Other
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Council Recommendations for Tomales 
Bay Native Oyster Restoration

Sanctuary Response

Thursday May 21, 2020
11:15 – 11:45

Sara Hutto
Climate Program Coordinator
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Background and Context

August 2018: Council approved formation of “Tomales 
Bay Native Oyster Restoration Working Group”

March – May 2019: Working group met 3 times

August 2019: Council approved 24 recommendations

Today: Sanctuary presenting final 26 activities

2020 - 2021: Sanctuary to develop action plan to 
implement activities
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Breakdown of final activities

Revisions:
• 17 retained (minor revisions)
• 5 modified
• 1 removed
• 1 combined with other
• 4 new: 3 research, 1 for permitting language

Implementation:
• 9 “Lead” by the Sanctuary
• 8 “Partner” with others
• 9 “Forward” to others



10-min BREAK & Member Reports…
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