
 

Protecting  our ocean one school at a time  



Engages schools in stewardship 
activities 

 
Encourages the community to 

become part of the action 
 

Involves students in becoming part 
of the solution 

 
Makes positive impacts on the 

environment 
 

THE OCEAN GUARDIAN SCHOOL PROGRAM… 



Working with schools in:  
CALIFORNIA  
OREGON  
WASHINGTON  
HAWAII 
NEW YORK 
MARYLAND 
COLORADO 

Grants Range 
from $1,000-
$4,000 

Newly 
designated Public 
School District 



OCEAN GUARDIAN SCHOOL PROJECT PATHWAYS 

Restoration  

Schools propose hands-on projects in one of the 5 pathways that make a 
difference in the health and protection of their local watersheds and/or ocean 

Reduce/Reuse/Recycle/Rot/Refuse 

Marine Debris  

Schoolyard Habitats/Gardens  

Energy & Ocean Health 



BECOMING AN OCEAN GUARDIAN SCHOOL 

Since 2009, 66 awarded Ocean Guardian Schools 



Examples of School Accomplishments  

Pacific Grove Middle School 
Pacific Grove, CA 
 
Over a 3-year period, 
students worked hard to 
educate their community 
about the impact of waste 
on the ocean. They 
succeeded in getting 
balloons officially prohibited 
in public parks in their city 
and in all schools in their 
district. 
 

Will C. Wood Middle School 
Alameda, CA 
 
As part of a 4 year project, 
students collected nearly 
10,000 nurdles from local 
coastlines and created a 
permanent marine debris 
interpretive sign for a nearby 
beach entrance.  

Gault School 
Santa Cruz, CA 

 
In their first Ocean 
Guardian year, students 
have become engaged 
stakeholders by 
transforming coastal 
ecological community. They 
removed over 7,000 square 
feet of invasives and 
propagated and planted 
nearly 5,000 native plants.  

 



Quantitative Results 2010-2015 

 
 

 
  

$$ Dollars Spent     465,361 
# of Schools     71 
# of Students     30,043 
 
Pounds of Trash Removed    119,032  
Pounds of Compost Created    1,387 
Pounds of Reused Clam and Oyster Shells  6,000 
Pounds of E-Waste Recycled    5,131 
# of Reusable Bags Distributed   7,695 
# of Reusable Water Bottles Distributed  8,312 
# of Plastic Bottles Diverted    58,053 
Square Feet of Non-Natives Removed   157,542 
Square Feet of Turf Removed    8,296 
# of Native Trees Planted    2,227 
Gallons of Water Reclaimed    3,610 
# of Rain Barrels Installed    34 
# of Storm Drains Stenciled    63 
# of Nurdles Removed    9,767 
Energy Reduction (Kwh)    764 
# of Bike to School Days    12 


