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Program Goal
To improve the survival of California’s

seabird species by reducing human
disturbances at their breeding and roosting
colony sites from Point Sur to Point Reyes,

working in collaboration with State and
Federal agencies and non-governmental

organizations.

Seabird Colony Protection Program
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Seabirds are highly susceptible
to negative impacts to their

populations caused by human
disturbance.

Seabirds of Concern
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Seabirds of Concern

Other surface-nesting, burrow-nesting and roosting

seabirds

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassin's_Auklet
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! Reviewed findings from monitoring efforts;

! Identified types of seabird disturbances and
prioritized outreach strategies; and

! Discussed possible regulatory and management
strategies.

Workshop November 3, 2005
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Top Three Disturbances

1) Low-Flying Aircraft: Helicopters have been shown to
cause the most flushing per incident.

2) Boats: In areas that are regularly monitored, boats
have caused the most severe observed impacts.

3) Humans on Foot: humans on foot are currently
considered a moderate problem for the Central
California offshore colonies. They have not been an
observed source of disturbance at some colonies, but
do remain a threat at certain mainland breeding sites.
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Monitoring
• General

Education and Outreach
• General
• Low Flying Aircraft
• Vessels
• Humans on Foot

Enforcement and Coordinated Management
• General
• Low-Flying Aircraft
• Vessels

Recommended Strategies and
Program Action Items
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• NOAA

• Bureau of Land Management

• US Fish and Wildlife Service

• National Park Service

• CA Dept. of Fish and Game

• CA Coastal Commission

• CA Boating and Waterways

• CA State Lands Commission

• CA State Parks

• US Coast Guard

NMSP

GFNMS Advisory Council

• Education and
Outreach WG

• Enforcement and
Coordinated
Management WG

Technical Advisory Committee
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Final Action Plan

October 2006



Research Education Conservation Stewardship

Education and Outreach

Representation

Working Groups
Enforcement and Coordinated

Management Representation

•SAC Rep: Bob Breen

•MBNMS

•USFWS

•California Boating and Waterways

•PRBO Conservation Science

•NPS

•Oikinos

•Stakeholders (2 pilots and a

recreational boater)

•SAC Rep: Bob Wilson

•MBNMS

•NOAA Office of Law Enforcement

•USFWS

•BLM

•NPS

•Department of Fish and Game

•California Boating and Waterways

•Stakeholders
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Program Fact Sheet Created
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Pilot Outreach Packet
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Overflight Restriction Map
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Pilot Flight Book Leaflet
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Fishing/Kayaking Shows and Expos
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http://farallones.noaa.gov/ecosystemprotection/seabirdprotect.html

Website

Easy Way: Google

GFNMS, Click on the

Ecosystem Protection

Button
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Feature Articles
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Poster Presentations
Pacific Seabird Group Annual Meeting, California and the

World Ocean Conference, Fish and Wildlife Service Annual
Conference, Coastal Zone 07
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What’s Next?

•Tide Books

•Updated Map of Breeding

and Roosting Sites

•Updated Brochure

•2 Displays

•Outreach Poster

•Scoping New Venues

•PSAs and Articles in

Stakeholder Publications
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1. Elimination or reduction of human
disturbances to seabird colonies

2. Increased awareness of potential impacts
of adverse human-seabird interactions

3. Increased awareness of safe methods of
observing seabirds while engaged in
recreation

4. Increased ocean user/pilot awareness

5. Increased awareness of decision makers

Desired Results
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Thanks to the Command Oil Spill

Natural Resource Trustee Council
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