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Program Goal

Improve the survival of
California’s seabirds by
reducing human
disturbances at their
breeding and roosting
colonies on the Central
California coast.
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California
Current

-'.:DI D ® One of four
j LR S =2 eastern boundary
currents in the world

vl ._Fnrdell Bank e 40% of world’s
California Current L D rantaren a7 seafood harvest
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boundary currents
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WHAT’S OUT THERE?



Photo: Joe Hoyt/ CBNMS/NOAA
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36 Species of Marine Mammals in GFNMS
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Seabirds

Cassin’s Auklet

oty Shearwater




Common Seabirds of our Sanctuary

Tufted Puffin




Common Murre

I?,gnge:
+ Alaska to California

" Most southern colony at Hurricane Point Rocks, Big Sur

Ig;r’eeding:
’:’ Colonial in dense associations of birds
’:’ Returning to the same site year after year
’:’ Lay one or two eggs, if lost don’t usually lay another
* Nesting success can be affected by availability of food
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Improve the survival of
California’s seabirds by
reducing human
disturbances at their
breeding and roosting
colonies on the Central
California coast.




Seabirds need safe places to breed and rest.

Adults find a colony
and mate

Adults survive until the Mates build a nest
next breeding season '
Young find fopd and avoid Female lays egg

predators at sea until breeding age ‘

Parents ingubate egg

Young birds\eave the nest

Parents protect
for the growing chick

Chick-Fatches




The Plight of the Seabirds

Seabird populations have declined greatly
from historic population levels

Case Study: Common Murre

.

Early 1800s: a million Coi
on Southeast Farallon o
l] k .IL
s ZJ
1904: end of egging
1909: Refuge established
1912: only 20,000 Common

1827: Egging started
1849: commercial eggfe
-2 12-14 million coIIe i
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1969: Southeast Farallon i
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1975: population rebu@_t_ to ~ 60, ou ’}’

1982-1989: Murres deb! v B %
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The Plight of the Seabirds

Seabird
populations have
declined greatly

from historic
population levels



Oil Spills &
Seabird
Mortality
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Luckenback 1953-2003

~51,800 dead

Apex Houston 1989
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From Tragedy comes Hope:

Prosecution of oll tankers leads to restoration efforts!

Common Murre Restoration Project at Devil’s Slide Rock, Pacifica

Morework to do: Looking to reach historical colony size of 3,000.




Seabird breeding can be disrupted by our actions:

Disturbance comes from 3 main sources

1. Low flying aircraft

2. Close approaching boats,

__.E._E;% : kayaks, personal watercraft

w (3. Humans on foot

i



Seabird Reactions to Disturbance

The Fear Factor:

Seabirds won'’t stay to nest in places that they are disturbed

« When numbers on one colony get too low, new seabirds will not come,

which can lead to colony abandonment.

Generations lost:
One low over-flight or repeated kayaker disturbance during breeding:

Can dislodge eggs and chicks from nest sites,
Predators can gain access before parents return, it can be up to a day!
Eggs and chicks are lost to exposure from heat or cold B
Early fledging of chicks
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Mammals
of the
Sanctuaries




~  Marine Mammals:
At a Safe Distance!

« At haul out sites, resting animals can be frightened into
the water, causing stress to animals

« During the pupping season mother and pup can be
separated leading to trampling and death

Hot tips for boaters!

— « Use your binoculars! -

e Let mammals come to you!




Laws and Regulations that
Protect Seabirds from Human
Disturbance

Regulations of California Sanctuaries- illegal to harass
any marine mammal, turtle, or bird within or above Sanctuaries

Endangered Species Act - illegal to kill, harm, harass,
possess or remove protected animals from the wild

Marine Mammal Protection Act - prohibits any act of
pursuit, torment or annoyance that has the potential to injure a
marine mammal in the wild

Migratory Bird Treaty Act - provides protection for migratory
birds, makes it illegal to pursue, kill, collect, etc.; fines up to
$250,000 may be levied for individuals in violation

**Marine Life Protection Act- prohibits access in special
closure areas




Marine Protected Areas
California

Department of
Fish & Game

Red = no take

Blue, Green = limited
or no take

Purple = Special
Closure (no access)
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Homip o Maring Life Protection Act » North Central Coast Study Region

Marine Life Protection Act
North Central Coast Study Region

The MLPA Initiative | MLPA Summary | Memcrandum of Understanding IGZH
Commission Adopts MPAs for the North Central Coast

Morth Central Coast Marineg Protected Arsas to Take Effect May 1

On Auguesl 5, 2009, the Fish and Game Commission {Commission) woled 10 adopl ils prefernsd
altmmative proposal, alse known as the Infegrated Prefersd Allemative (PA) for tha MLPA nomh
ceniral coast sludy megion. The [FA eslablishes 29 maning prodeclad amas (MPAS), three Stabe Marine
Aecreational Managemend Areas, and six special closures, in total covering approximately 153 square
miles (20.1%) of stabe waters in the noth central coast study region, which extbends from Slder Croek,
nisdr PL Arena in Mendocing Counly, be Pigesn Point in San Matea County. Approdimalesly 86 &quars
miles (11%) of tha 183 square miles are designated as “no take® stabe manne mserves, while different
fake allpwances providing varying levels of profection ame dessgnated for the mat.

These sdopted MPAs went into effect on May 1, 2010,

Maps of the adopted MPAs and ther as:ml:lmnd rngulalu;ns ama available in the Details, Objiectives

fior Adopfed MPAS in ih  Regicr WEIM (Lage file size: 3.2 MB),

The norih central coasl study rgion was the second of five stalewide study regions bo complale the
MLPA plarning process, As mandated by the MLPA, the nonh cantal coast planning process (H007-
2009) exarmimad all exisling MPAZ vwilhin the alndy fegion and created 3 guila of new MPAL. The
MFPAs for the norh central coast will become part of a siatewide network of MPAS once planning in all
shady reqions 8 complala,

The nofth ceniral cossl MPAS wene dedigned by members of 8 Hegional Stakeholder Group n a
collaberatiye public process that included working closely with the Science Advisory Team (SAT), a
Sl Ripbon Task Force (BRTF) and the Department of Fiah and Gama,

Popular Resources

Maith Canbral Coasl Manne Protecisd
Areas 10 Take Effect May 1
[poated Aprd 28, 3010}

NORTH CENTRAL COAST STUDY /
REGION PLANNING GROUPS



Special Closures & sy

* Point Reyes J héde
* Point Resistance 0., @
e Double Point Bl fritan e
 Devil’'s Slide Rock 2
« North Farallon 1 A

Islands N
 South East Farallon

Island 1=

Rl ] Mational limive Sancicery
[0 37 "'.h____

A2



Arcnss |:|n:-|'|l|:||1‘l'!1:|$
3

Point Reyes
Headlands

Special Closure
1,000ft No Access Zone

Colony Size: more than
43,000, largest 5
mainland colony

#
#

Sensitive Wildlife;

«Common murres :
*Pelagic cormorants o
*Brandt’s cormorants
*Pigeon guillemots
*Western gulls
*Rhinoceros auklets
*Brown pelicans -

l:l R - Slate Marine Ressivo
Toior o @l lvr g warien 1oy n puk i

) spechl Closure e TS

e G SRR - Slale Marine Conssreation Area

S Tk o ey By wa s vn e porevied

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/



Point Resistance

Special Closure
300 ft No Access Zone

Colony Size: ~16,000

Sensitive Wildlife:
«Common Murre colony
Brown Pelicans

*Pelagic Cormorants
*Pigeon Guillemots

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/

“Prir Fayes Statien -

=0 SMR - Shets Marne Ressive
- "J'Il‘\'}'l“h'll‘l“r bl e e -

A Special Chsws
e T SMCA - Siple Manine Conwnestion Aiea

—  Faid il s beomi Vs e e ek s il



Double Point/
Stormy Stack

Special Closure
300 ft. No Access Zone

Colony Size: over 16,000

Sensitive Wildlife: 4

Large and diverse population cJ g
«Common Murres — i R
*Brandt's Cormorants x

*Pelagic Cormorants

*Pigeon Guillemots | _ =1
*Ashy Storm Petrels
«700-1000 harbor seals haul-out o
and breed along beach o=
S [y O =X M R
....... SMGA - Statn Marne Consersatizn A

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/ R -



Devil's Slide/Egg Rock

Special Closure

300ft &1,000ft No Access Zone
Colony Size: ~1,000

Sensitive Wildlife:
«Common Murre
Brandt’s Cormorant
*Pelagic Cormorant 3 .
*Pigeon Guillemot
*Western Gull 1 E
*Black Oystercatcher
*Brown Pelican

1I'lalfh'lilliu"l Bay

—, SWECA - Siole Maring Corservallon Area
T Tehe pldmree g reaae orins e preollel

s Lierre DMH-B&HME&.H

http:/iwww.dfg.ca.gov/mlipa/ S



Access prohibited
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e How How can you minimize your
|'mpact to seabirds ?
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Stay 1,000 from rocks and islands with DiIrds
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Steer around, not throug |
floatlngflocks ¢ e
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Bring your binoculars to watch seabirds
from a safe distance.




Watch for signs that
you are too close: wing
fluttering, head
bobbing, calling, and
F taking flight.
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Join us In protecting vulnerable coastal wildlife
for our children and future generations!

Get
updates! Request a
presentation!

Get
Free

Visit us on the web: Seabird Protection Network |




Visit us on the web for info and resources

3

"

GULF OF THE FARALLONES @

i
,_,H__,,____P, Mational Marine Sanctuary ]

> iy W

SCIENCE
S == HeLPing SEABIRDS THRIVE...
SERBRE T
By reducing human disturbance to sensitive
PROTECTION HETWHHH seabird Dreedir‘lg colonies

HNETWORK HOME

PILOTS

BOATERS

KAYAKERS

COASTAL
VISITORS

ADVISORY A Kayaker's Guide to Seabird Protection
GROUPS

NEWS, ARTICLES & Approaching too close to seabird colonies causes birds to panic and fly, resulting in
LINKS abandoned nests and potential decreases in populations.

The California Department of Fish and Game has designated Marine Protected

i Report a Disturbance . Areas and Special Closures (no entry zones) within the Califarnia central coast.

Learn more.

Join fellow kKayakers and help protect seabirds by following these tips:
s ——




Join us on Facebook to keep informed

facebook

Fomered oy Plepodo

Friday for more news, o drop o= a
Ime fo recemve it by email

califnrniaseabinds S noar.pov

pf Weloome
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Thank you for helping to protect California’s seabirds!




	First page
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Common Murre 
	Slide Number 16
	Life Cycle of Seabirds �(Common Murre example)
	The Plight of the Seabirds
	The Plight of the Seabirds
	Slide Number 20
	From Tragedy comes Hope:
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Marine Mammals:�At a Safe Distance!
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Point Resistance 
	Double Point/�Stormy Stack 
	Devil’s Slide/Egg Rock
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Steer around, not through �floating flocks.
	Bring your binoculars to watch seabirds from a safe distance.
	Watch for signs that you are too close: wing fluttering, head bobbing, calling, and taking flight. 
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45

