Bodega Head
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.
A Boater and Kayaker
Guide to
Special Closures in
California’s

Marine Protected Areas

Use this guide to learn how to avoid disturbing ™,
marine wildlife while exploring the coast!



State Marine Protected Areas
and Special Closures

In 1999 California passed the Marine Life Protection Act. This
Act directs the State to reevaluate all existing marine protected
areas (MPAs) and design new MPAs with input from a broad
array of stakeholders.

In part, marine protected areas are designed to:
e Protect and sustain marine life, habitats and ecosystems; and

* Provide opportunities to learn from and enjoy marine areas
Subject to minimal human disturbance.

The productive marine environment of the North-Central
coast is a feeding, breeding and resting area for hundreds
of thousands of seabirds and marine mammals. Seabirds
and marine mammals are sensitive to disturbance. Human
disturbance has the potential to harm seabirds and disrupt
breeding, resting and feeding behaviors.

Special Closures complement marine protected areas by
providing additional protection by prohibiting access near
sensitive seabird and marine mammal areas. The objective of
Special Closures is simple: Minimize disturbance from close-
approaching watercraft by prohibiting access. Special Closures
can eliminate up to 95% of human-caused disturbance.

Look for these buoys around
select Special Closures!

Sage Tezak

" Pelagie Cormorant 1
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State Marine Protected Areas
Bodega Head — Afio Nuevo

Species Prohibited | Species Allowed

Marine Protection Area For Recreational Take | For Recreational Take

Bodega Head State Marine Reserve All None

All marine aquatic plants. Invertebrates o .
Pelagic finfish? by trolling.

Bodega Head EXCEPT: Dungeness crab by trap and
. . . . L Dungeness crab by trap, market
State Marine Conservation Area market squid by handheld dip net. Finfish squid by hand-held dio net
ui - i .
EXCEPT pelagic finfish? by trolling. quid by P
Estero Americano State Marine Recreational All marine aquatic plants.
. . Waterfow!
Management Area All invertebrates. All finfish.
Estero de San Antonio State Marine All marine aquatic plants.
: . - Waterfowl
Recreational Management Area All invertebrates. All finfish.
Point Reyes State Marine Reserve All None
Point Reves All marine aquatic plants. Invertebrates Salmon by trollin
i ing.
y, . EXCEPT Dungeness crab by trap. v 9
State Marine Conservation Area . . Dungeness crab by trap.
Finfish EXCEPT salmon by trolling.
Estero de Limantour State Marine Reserve All None
Drake’s Estero All marine aquatic plants. Invertebrates Clams
State Marine Conservation Area EXCEPT clams. All finfish.

All marine aquatic plants.

Duxbury Reef

X . Invertebrates EXCEPT red abalone.
State Marine Conservation Area - Red abalone.
Finfish EXCEPT when taken from shore.

Finfish from shore only.

North Farallon Islands
State Marine Reserve

All None

Southeast Farallon Island
State Marine Reserve

All None

All marine aquatic plants.
Southeast Farallon Island

State Marine G tion A All invertebrates. Salmon by trolling.
ate Marine Conservation Area

Finfish EXCEPT salmon by trolling.
Montara State Marine Reserve All None

All marine aquatic plants. Invertebrates

Pelagic finfish? by trolling.
X X 3 X EXCEPT Dungeness crab by trap and
Pillar Point State Marine Conservation Area . N Dungeness crab by trap, market
market squid by hand-held dip net. . X
squid by hand-held dip net.

Finfish EXCEPT pelagic finfish? by trolling.

Afio Nuevo
State Marine Conservation Area

All None

Marine aquatic plants EXCEPT giant

kelp by hand harvest only. Invertebrates Salmon and, by hook-and-line
Greyhound Rock o o )
X X EXCEPT squid. Finfish EXCEPT salmon | from shore only, other finfish. Giant
State Marine Conservation Area , i
and, by hook-and-line from kelp by hand harvest only. Squid.

shore only, other finfish.

For more information and boundary coordinates, visit
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlipa/

Finfish are defined in subsection 632(a)(2) as: any species of bony fish or cartilaginous fish (sharks, skates & rays). Finfish do
not include amphibians, invertebrates, plants or algae. The definition of finfish provided in Section 159 does not apply to this
Section. Pelagic finfish are defined in subsection 632(a)(3) as: northern anchovy (Engraulis mordax), barracudas (Sphyraena
spp.), billfishes* (family Istiophoridae), dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus), Pacific herring (Clupea pallasi), jack mackerel
(Trachurus symmetricus), Pacific mackerel (Scomber japonicus), salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.), Pacific sardine (Sardinops
sagax), blue shark (Prionace glauca), salmon shark (Lamna ditropis), shortfin mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus), thresher sharks
(Alopias spp.), swordfish (Xiphias gladius), tunas (family Scombridae), and yellowtail (Seriola lalandl).

*Marlin is not allowed for commercial take.
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Humans and Seabirds

Our local seabirds are recovering from a history of human
activities, including hunting, egg collecting, gill net fishing
and oil spills. Protecting seabird breeding colonies helps
build resilient seabird populations that are more capable of
withstanding the myriad of threats facing them today.

Threats to Seabirds:
e Destruction or damage to their habitats
e Death or injury from fishing hooks, lines, nets and trash
e [ack of food due to changing ocean conditions
e Dangerous contaminants in the ecosystem
e Disturbances during breeding, resting and feeding

Any human activity that causes flushing, displacement,
agitation or harm to wildlife is a disturbance. Federal law
prohibits any act, including operating watercraft, that results in
a disturbance of seabirds, marine mammals or sea turtles.

Report disturbances to California Department
of Fish & Game Hotline by calling
CALTIP: (888) 334-2258

Getting Close to Seabirds During Breeding Season Can:
e Scare birds off their nests

e Dislodge eggs and chicks from
nest sites

e Allow predators to feed on
eggs and chicks

* [ ead to deaths when eggs
and chicks are exposed to
heat or cold

e Cause chicks to drown when
forced to leave the
nest too soon

Pigeon Guillemot
Ron LeValley
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SPECIAL CLOSURE: South side of Point Reyes Headlands from mean
high tide line to 1,000 feet seaward of mean lower low tide line of any
shoreline between lines extending due south from the following two
points: 37°59.65°N, 123°01.00'W & 37°59.39’N, 122° 57.80°W.

For complete regulation details visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mipa/




Point Reyes Headlands
Special Closure

Point Reyes National Seashore is home to a great diversity
and abundance of species, including many federally listed and
specially protected species. The Point Reyes Headlands are
an important breeding area for nine species of seabirds. Many
offshore rocks are home to breeding colonies of hundreds to
thousands of birds. All human activity is prohibited within
1,000 feet of Point Reyes Headlands, year-round.

Breeding Seabird Species or Species of Interest:
* Ashy Storm-Petrel
e Brandt’s Cormorant Brandt’s Cormorant

® Pelagic Cormorant

® Black Oystercatcher

a
e,

* Western Gull

e Common Murre

* Pigeon Guillemot
* Rhinoceros Auklet
o Tufted Puffin

Ron LeValley

Tufted Puffin

Did You Know?

¢ Point Reyes is the windiest place on the Pacific coast —
the highest recorded wind speed is 133 mph!

¢ During the 1906 San Francisco earthquake the Point
Reyes Lighthouse moved 18 feet in less than a minute!

Ron LeValley
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SPECIAL CLOSURE: From mean high tide line to 300 feet seaward of
mean lower low tide line of any shoreline of Point Resistance Rock,
near 37°59.92’N, 122°49.75’°W.

For complete regulation details visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mipa/




Point Resistance Rock
Special Closure

Point Resistance Rock is an offshore rock just north of Kelham
Beach in Point Reyes National Seashore. This rock is home to
six species of breeding seabirds. This Special Closure protects
resting and breeding seabirds. All human activity is prohibited
within 300 feet of Point Resistance Rock, year-round.

Breeding Seabird Species or Species of Interest:
e Brandt’s Cormorant
e Pelagic Cormorant
e Black Oystercatcher
e Western Gull
e Common Murre
e Pigeon Guillermot
e Brown Pelican

Ron LeValley

Western Gull Common Murre

Did You Know?

Seabirds are specially adapted to drink seawater. They
have special glands that remove and expel the extra salt.
That’s why gulls often look like they have a “runny nose!”

Sage Tezak

Ron LeValley
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SPECIAL CLOSURE: From mean high tide line to 300 feet seaward of
mean lower low tide line of any shoreline of Stormy Stack Rock, near
37°56.83'N, 122°47.14’'W.

For complete regulation details visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mipa/




Double Point/Stormy Stack
Special Closure

Stormy Stack is an offshore rock near Double Point within
Point Reyes National Seashore. This offshore rock is near

the northern limit of Ashy Storm-Petrels’ breeding habitat. All
human activity is prohibited within 300 feet of Stormy Stack
Rock, year-round.

Breeding Seabird Species or Species of Interest:
* Ashy Storm-Petrel
e Brandt’s Cormorant
® Pelagic Cormorant
® Black Oystercatcher
e Western Gull
e Common Murre

Mike Danzenbaker

* Pigeon Guillemot

* Brown Pelican Ashy Storm-Petrel

Did You Know?

¢ The breeding population of Ashy Storm-Petrels is
estimated to be only 5,200 to 10,000 birds, and over half
nest on the Farallon Islands!

i U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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SPECIAL CLOSURE: Except as permitted by federal law, or a
hazardous weather emergency, no vessel shall operate or anchor
1,000 feet from North Farallon Island, or 300 feet from the 3 southern
islets, including the Isle of St. James, near 37°46.00’N, 123°06.00’W.
For complete regulation details visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mipa/




North Farallon Islands
Special Closure

The North Farallon Islands are one of only a few breeding areas
in California for the Threatened Steller sea lion. The islands are
also home to roughly 93,000 nesting seabirds. This Special
Closure protects resting and nesting seabirds and provides a
protected resting area for marine mammals. All vessels shall
observe a five mile per hour speed limit within 1,000 feet of
any shoreline of the islets. All human activity is prohibited
within 1,000 feet of North Farallon Island and 300 feet of
the Isle of St. James and the nearby islet, year-round.

Breeding Seabird Species or Species of Interest:

e Brandt’s Cormorant e Common Murre
® Pelagic Cormorant e Pigeon Guillemot
e Cassin’s Auklet e Steller sea lion

e Western Gull

Did You Know?

@ The North Farallon Islands are 18 miles southwest of
Point Reyes. They consist of four column-like blocks of
granite reaching heights of 78 to 112 feet.

 Stelle
'-‘ and Western Gull

n
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SPECIAL CLOSURE: See following page for complete information on
Southeast Farallon Island Special Closures.

For complete regulation details visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mipa/




Southeast Farallon Island
Special Closures

More than 250,000 seabirds of 13 species breed on the South
Farallon Islands. The islands also provide habitat for six species
of marine mammals, and the surrounding waters are a feeding
destination for white sharks. This Special Closure protects
resting and nesting seabirds and provides a protected resting
area for marine mammals. All vessels shall observe a five mile
per hour speed limit within 1,000 feet of any shoreline of
South Farallon Islands. Special Closure information below.

Breeding Seabird Species or Species of Interest:

* [each’s Storm-Petrel * Western Gull

e Ashy Storm-Petrel e Common Murre

® Brandt’s Cormorant * Pigeon Guillemot
* Double-crested Cormorant e Cassin’s Auklet

e Pelagic Cormorant * Rhinoceros Auklet
® Black Oystercatcher e Tufted Puffin

e California Gull

SPECIAL CLOSURE: Except as permitted by federal law, or a
hazardous weather emergency, no vessel shall operate or anchor
300 feet from any shoreline at any time EXCEPT north of a line at
37°42.26’N & inside Fisherman’s Bay south of 37°42.26’N & north
of 37°42.05’N & at East Landing, between a line extending due east
from 37°41.83’N, 122°59.98’ W & a line extending from 37°41.72’ N,
-1123°00.05’W to 37°41.68’N, 123°00.07’W. Closure exists year-round,
except for the southeast side of Saddle (Seal) Rock, between a line
extending from: 37°41.76°N, 123°00.16’W to 37°41.64’N, 123°00.16’'W
& a line extending from 37°41.60’N, 123°00.26’'W to
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SPECIAL CLOSURE: See following page for complete information on
Devil’s Slide Rock (Egg Rock) Special Closure.

For complete regulation details visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mipa/




Devil’s Slide Rock (Egg Rock)
Special Closure

In 1986 an oil spill wiped out this entire breeding colony of
3,000 Common Murres. A decade later the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service began a large and successful restoration
project. Using decoys, mirrors and Common Murre recordings,
biologists were able to
bring birds back to the
rock. Today, Devil’s Slide
Rock and the nearby
mainland is home to
breeding colonies of
Common Murres, Brandt’s
and Pelagic Cormorants,
Pigeon Guillemots and
Western Gulls. All human
activity is prohibited J R
within 300 feet of Devil’s Social attraction equipment installed on
Slide Rock, year-round. Devil’s Slide Rock.

No transit between the

rock and the mainland.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

SPECIAL CLOSURE: From mean high tide line to 300 feet seaward of
mean low tide line of the 3 rocks comprising Egg (Devil’s Slide) Rock,
near 37°34.64°N, 122°31.29'W; 37°34.66’N, 122°31.32’W; 37°34.63’N,
122°31.29’W, & the area bounded by the mean high tide line & straight
lines connecting the following points in the order listed: 37°34.74’N,
122°31.08’W; 37°34.72°N, 122°31.31°'W; 37°34.60’N, 122°31.33’W;
37°34.52’N, 122°31.21°’W. Transit between rock and mainland between
these points is prohibited at any time.
For complete regulation details visit It C

Common Murre
Ron LeValley




Healthy Oceans—Healthy Seabirds

Healthy seabird populations indicate healthy marine
ecosystems. Seabirds depend on an ocean full of fish and
invertebrates to eat and feed to their young. Seabirds spend
their lives traveling the world’s oceans. Special adaptations
allow seabirds to spend hours or even days flying just above
the ocean’s surface, smell distant prey, and even drink
seawater!

Seabirds must return

to land to breed and
raise their young. Many
seabird species lay only
one egg a year or breed
only every other year.
This low reproductive
rate makes seabirds

extremely vulnerable to i i
disturbance and oil spills.

Seabirds nest on offshore rocks, islands and steep mainland
cliffs. Some seabird species are highly site-specific, returning
each year to the same nest site. Young birds often return to the
colony where they were born.

Help Keep Oceans Healthy By:
* Recycling or disposing of plastics and fishing line in the trash
e Cleaning your local beach
* Reducing use of plastic — using canvas or cloth bags
* Getting involved and telling your friends
* Understanding everything flows to the sea — don’t pollute




Paddler’s Etiquette
Know before you go,
avoid sensitive wildlife areas.

ass at a distance, so you don’t
disturb wildlife.

void sensitive seabird areas (stay
back 1,000 feet or 3 football fields).

D iscreet viewing (use binoculars to
see wildlife from a safe distance).

D epart immediately when you
observe wildlife behavior changes.

L eave wildlife alone and do not
attempt to rescue or feed them.

xplain to others: protecting
wildlife protects paddling access.



Boating Tips
Know before you go,
avoid sensitive wildlife areas.

e 1,000 feet away (3 footbhall fields)
from cliffs, offshore rocks and islands where
seabirds nest and rest.

bserve birds for signs you are too close. Head-
bobbing or wing-fluttering means “move away.”

lways discard fishing line in the trash — not
overboard. Cover bait. Use barbless hooks
or artificial lures.

ake precautions — prevent oil and fuel spills.
Properly dispose of all hazardous waste.

top sewage impacts by using marine toilets and
prevent ocean pollution.




Together We Can Protect
Our Coast

® Bureau of Land Management
http://www.blm.gov/

e California Department of Fish and Game
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlipa/

e Common Murre Restoration Project
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/murre/

e Farallon National Wildlife Refuge
http://www.fws.gov/sfbayrefuges/farallon/

e Golden Gate National Recreation Area
http://www.nps.gov/goga/index.htm

e Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary
http://farallones.noaa.gov/

e Point Reyes National Seashore
http://www.nps.gov/pore/

Contact Us

e Seabird Protection Network
http://farallones.noaa.gov/eco/seabird/welcome.html
Email: California.Seabirds@noaa.gov
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Project funded by the Command Trustee Council &
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
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http://farallones.noaa.gov/eco/seabird/welcome.html
http://farallones.noaa.gov/eco/seabird/welcome.html
http://farallones.noaa.gov/eco/seabird/welcome.html

Emergency Numbers

Bay Area Marine Patrols

Alameda County...........ccociiiiiiicneee e (501) 563-2940
Contra Costa County......ccceeeeeeemeceeceemnnnnnnsnssnnnes (925) 427-8507
Marin County.......coeecmmmmmmmnmnninsssssssssssmmssssssssennns (415) 499-7233
Napa County.......cccceemmmmmmiriirrsssscsssmmesee e (707) 253-4637
San Francisco County ........cceenrnsssssssssseeeennnns (415) 292-2013
San Mateo County .......ccovemmmmmmmmnmninssssssssssnnsnnnnns (650) 726-5727
Santa Clara County.......cccceemmmmmrininnsnssisssmnnnnnnns (408) 299-3870
S0lano CouNtY .....uueeeeeeeeeecememnnnnnsnsnssssssenrereerenens (707) 580-4977
Sonoma County .....ccccuisissnnmmmmmmsnmnmessssssssssnnnnnsnns (707) 433-0728
4 )

24 hour Vessel Assistance (fee)
(800) 367-8222

U.S. Coast Guard
(415) 399-3530

Department of Fish & Game
“Californians turn in poachers and polluters”
CALTIP: (888) 334-2258

Report Entangled or Injured Wildlife
Marine Mammal Center..........ccouinrmmmmmmmnnnninnnns (415) 289-7325
The International Bird Rescue..........cccoeeemmmmmnnns (707) 207-0380

Report Oil and Chemical Spills
Call BOTH response numbers below
California Emergency Management Agency (CalEMA)............
.............................................................................. (800) 852-7550
National Response Center.........cooeemmmmmrrrnirnnns (800) 424-8802





