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1988 Extent ~ Golden Gate Biosphere Reserve

• 1,520 sq. mi.
Total area

• 1,297 sq. mi. 
Marine

• 223 sq. mi. 
Terrestrial



~28,000 sq mi of Land and Sea ~
the Golden Gate Biosphere



2017 Extent ~ Golden Gate Biosphere

• 27,976 sq. mi.
Total area

• 26,319 sq. mi.
Marine

• 1,694 sq. mi.
Terrestrial



Periodic Review

Sent to US Dept. of State:
September 25, 2016

UNESCO review:
Winter 2016/Spring 2017

EUROMAB Meeting
April 2017

UNESCO decision: 
June 2017

Status: Designated a biosphere reserve 
by UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere 
Program in 1988

First Periodic Review: 2013, 
Resubmitted 2016



World Network of Biosphere Reserves
of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme

669 biosphere reserves in 120 countries

We are part of a dynamic and interactive
network of sites of excellence that fosters 
the harmonious integration of people and 

nature for sustainable development



Three zones, three functions,
one biosphere reserve!

• Core area(s) = strictly protected ecosystems contributing to the 
conservation of landscapes, ecosystems, species and genetic 
variation (Protected Areas)

• Buffer zone = surrounds or adjoins the core areas, and is used for 
activities compatible with sound ecological practices that can 
reinforce scientific research, monitoring, training and education 
(Managed Use Areas)

• Transition area = where the greatest activity is allowed, fostering 
socio-culturally and ecologically sustainable economic and human 
development (Area of Partnership and Cooperation)
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Meeting the 3 functions of a biosphere reserve: 
(1) Conservation of Biodiversity

• Biodiversity hotspot –
California Floristic 
Province

• Biodiversity Hotspot -
Within 1 of only 4 Eastern 
Boundary Currents in the 
World

• 4 Ramsar Wetlands of 
International Importance

• 57 T&E species

• >3000 terrestrial and 
marine plant and animal 
species
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(2) Research, monitoring, education

• Applied California Current Ecosystem Studies (ACCESS Partnership) 
• North Central Coast Marine Protected Areas Baseline Program
• Ocean Climate Indicators Inventory and Monitoring Program
• NPS Inventory and Monitoring Program
• Jasper Ridge Global Change Experiment 
• Over 250 institutions conducting research
• Over 75,000 youth served in education, 

outreach and internship programs



(3) Sustainable development in Managed Use Areas

• Tourism and recreation
• Agriculture – beef and dairy ranching, farm stays, small-scale 

chicken and egg production, aquaculture
• Domestic water supply
• Commercial and recreational fishing
• Marine commerce – managing shipping lanes
• Presidio Trust innovative community development
• Sustainable Alcatraz
• Renewable energy, energy conservation and efficiency, green 

buildings, reduction in fossil fuel use, water conservation, 
recycling, composting and waste diversion
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Bodega Marine Reserve

Phillip Burton Wilderness (PRNS)

Audubon Canyon Ranch
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Marine Protected Areas  
(Core) include:

‾ Cargo vessel exclusion areas
‾ Overflight Zones
‾ White Shark No-approach areas
‾ Essential Fish Habitat “no bottom 

contact gear” area
‾ California State Marine Reserves
‾ California Special Closures
‾ California Areas of Special 

Biological Significance
‾ NPS Wilderness

Terrestrial + Marine Protected 
Areas (Core) is 432 sq miles



Our Vision for the next 10 years
We collaboratively manage the incredibly diverse and 
globally significant resources of the North-Central California 
coastal bioregion that constitute the biosphere, where land, 
sea and people interact within the greater San Francisco 
Bay area and promote opportunities for inspiration, 
education, research, recreation, and conservation of unique 
natural and cultural resources.



Golden Gate Biosphere ~ Goals 2016-2026 
• Increase collaborative partnerships across the breadth of 

our land and seascape in order to engage a broader 
range of stakeholders and the general public.



GG Biosphere ~ Goals 2016-2026
• Build awareness and name recognition of the Golden 

Gate Biosphere so that people understand the global 
context within which they live, work and recreate.

Example:  We will 
develop a new 
logo…maybe a 
stakeholder contest?



GG Biosphere ~ Goals 2016-2026 

• Integrate the biosphere 
concept into existing 
community outreach, 
education, research, 
and sustainability 
programs.



GG Biosphere ~ Goals 2016-2026 

• Embrace working 
lands and waters as 
essential components 
of our Biosphere 
Reserve, and share 
our successes and 
lessons learned 
broadly.



Golden Gate Biosphere Workplan
2017 and beyond

1. Introductions and Expanding Partnerships

Organizations

Management 
Partners

The General
Public

Stakeholders



Reaching out to Other Marine Agencies with Jurisdiction 
within the Golden Gate Biosphere
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Stakeholder Engagement
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Golden Gate Biosphere Workplan
2017 and beyond

2. Building National and International Partnerships

Golden Gate Biosphere 

Channel Islands 
Biosphere

Brighton & Lewes 
Downs Biosphere

United Kingdom-twinningUnited States-sharing





Golden Gate Biosphere Workplan
2017 and beyond

3. Explore expanding the Managed Use Area to include more adjacent 
public open space lands or other types of marine managed areas





Thank 
You
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