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•! Update on NOAA Partnership with 

the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA)!

•! Proposed timeline for GFNMS to 

address next steps. !



NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

FAA Partnership: 

Updating the Aeronautical Charts 

Sanctuary overflight restrictions have been in place for 

many years, and in February 2012 a Final Rule 

standardized the application of existing regulations, 

allowing publication on the aeronautical sectionals. !

All pilots are required to 

possess up-to-date 

aeronautical charts. !
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Over the next three months the FAA will 

release updated aeronautical sectionals that 

include West Coast Sanctuary overflight 

regulations.!
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•! Our region is last in the rotation and is scheduled to be added to 

the San Francisco Sectional Chart on August 23, 2012.!

•! The Seabird Protection Network will continue to increase outreach 

to pilots and will maintain website with local information !
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Outreach to Pilots: 2012 

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/flight/welcome.html 

•! One-stop shop website 

with links to all the 

west coast sanctuaries!

•! Includes messages on 

the importance of flying 

high over sensitive 

wildlife areas!

•! Includes recommended 

best operating 

practices that protects 

both the pilot and the 

wildlife!
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Local Outreach 

•! Throughout 2012, we will present information to pilots 

at association meetings, fly-ins and flight schools!

•! We will mail updated 

information to almost 300 

airports, clubs, associations, 

and private pilots!
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Local Outreach 

Maintain website with 

local information and 

update maps to reflect the 

new aeronautical charts !

http://farallones.noaa.gov/eco/seabird/seabird_pilots.html 



NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

2011!

!! Public comments received 

requesting new overflight 

restriction zones!

2012!

!! Final Rule published 

standardizing application of 

overflight zones.!

!! Presentation to SAC!

!! Overflight zones placed on the 

aeronautical charts!

!! Outreach to pilots!

Addressing the Request for New Zones 

2013!
!! Scoping!

!! Seabird Technical Advisory 

Committee meeting!

!! Sanctuary Advisory Council!

2014!

!! Environmental Review!

!! Possibly linked to Management 

Plan Review!
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Scope of Review!

1) ! Assessing the known information about 

disturbance to wildlife by aircraft !

2) ! Zone locations!

3) ! Size of zones!

4) ! Shape of zones!

5) ! Addressing new information on wildlife hotspots!



NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

•! Ano Nuevo State Reserve 

•! Bureau of Land Management 

•! CA Dept. of Fish and Game 

•! CA State Parks 

•! Federal Aviation Administration (invited) 

•! Fitzgerald Marine Reserve 

•! Golden Gate National Recreational Area 

•! US Fish and Wildlife Service 

•! NOAA Office of Law Enforcement 

•! Point Reyes National Seashore  

•! NOAA  (GFNMS Superintendent)   
Office of National Marine 

Sanctuaries 

GFNMS Advisory 

Council 

Seabird Technical Advisory Committee 
•!  Provides information and makes 

recommendations to the GFNMS Superintendent 

Gulf of the 

Farallones 
Sanctuary 

Superintendent 

 Environmental Review 
Process 

Scenario for Seeking Advisory Council Input 
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The Environmental Review Process"

Agency Consultations 

Draft Alternatives and 
Environmental Assessment 

Released 

Revise Draft and Release Final 
Assessment 

Conduct Environmental 
Assessment 

Scoping 

Public Review 
•! Public Hearing only if EIS 
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Questions? 


